This study discusses the development of the Malay garden concept using the old Malay manuscripts and site observation to the Malay villages along Peninsular Malaysia. The inherited landscape design concept can offer as a guideline to conserve the integrity and the authenticity of the traditional Malay garden design and the strength of these characters will extensively use in developing the concept of landscape design in Malaysia due to the increasing awareness of design and the quality of life.
Introduction
The development of landscape design concept in Malaysia is becoming popular and significant due to the increasing awareness of design, the environment and the quality of life. The traditional Malay landscape design concept is an idea for the landscape design that deals with the characteristics of a traditional private garden of the Malay villages along Peninsular Malaysia. This paper discusses the study of the features of traditional Malay landscape design as the main elements for the development of the Malay garden concept and more importantly to the impact and the response of the global communities regarding traditional Malay landscape garden design. The research also highlights the dependability of the traditional Malay landscape design in generating a sustainable environment and resolve the issues related to the quality of life throughout the decades.
Literature Review
Traditional Malay landscape design, which has evolved in harmony with the natural environment and the rhythms of daily life far removed from industrialized society, is currently inspiring an awakening of interest throughout the world. Landscape architecture scenarios in Malaysia were presently more passionate about the contemporary design or mean of modern culture. According to Noor Hanita et al. (2012) , the vernacular architecture has resulted from the merging of both social culture and climate of a place that evolved and developed due to the needs of the society. Referring to Bambang et al. (2012) , space in a public territory is for all inhabitants, and no one can declare his territory. It is the legal responsibility of the landscape architect, including municipal council to take action that is responsible to the public while fulfilling the requirements of clients when dealing with the design concept.
The concept of the Malay garden design
The Malay garden design concept is an initiative in establishing the identity of the Malay garden design and the reinstatement of this design concept exclusive to the Malays as the indigenous community of Malaysia. It does not only provide an opportunity to known better but more often for rising and maintain its uniqueness. The Malay garden design is planned circumspectly through harmonious interactions between man, nature and culture, which translated into the house design and compound (Anisa Ani et al. 2012 ). According to Abdul Rahman Al-Ahmadi (2003) , Malays is known for their philosophy of manufacturing or construction of something as a symbol of symbolism, means that either implicitly or explicitly based on the relationship with God, their environment as well as the human being. The strength of the Malay garden design is plants and landscape furniture along with their composition and the interaction between internal and external spaces. It is unique because it clearly symbolizes the culture of the Malays in the past and shows the Malays have substantial knowledge in term of plant functions in the garden or their environment.
Traditional Malay landscape design
The primary compositions of the traditional Malay landscape design consist of the design concept and their two main components that are soft landscape elements and hard landscape elements along with the three separate house compound that are front compound, side compound, and rear compound. The placements of landscape furniture as well as plant species are dependent on its role on a different compound. Frequently, traditional Malay people develop their garden to meet the synchronization with the environment that is the concept, activities, and function. Hard landscape element categories as the artificial components (Nur Huzeima Hussain et al. 2010) . It is the design of an extra element that complements the design of a garden. Referring to the Ismail Said (2002) , the overall design of the traditional Malays garden and its features are partly influenced by ethnicity belief of the resident in general, it consists of vernacular timber houses laid in a garden of fruit trees, edible shrubs, herbs, flowering and fragrant plants in the landscape furniture design. 
Traditional Malay revivalism
The search for national identity seems to be a must for countries which have either newly become independent or leadership that stresses individual groups of race as being 'better' than others (Mohammad Tajuddin, 2005) . Besides, he also stated that there are no fewer than three different identities in any national architectural mechanism; a natural identity, a forced identity, and a manufactured identity. Also, Ismail Said (2001) commented that in Malaysia, the cultural landscape as well as the traditional landscape design is widely practiced in rural areas but is lacking in the urban residential communities. A native identity defined as one which has what the modernist thinkers refer as a 'spirit of the times' and present post-modernist concern of a 'spirit of the place'. The entire design concept supposed to acquire real character if it responds religiously to the idea of both minds. The idea of the strength of mind of the times refers to a straight reaction of the users and builders of the available technology, the structural know-how and the economic consideration of a particular time. The idea of the spirit of the place is less tangible but evokes the sense of local uniqueness derived from natural and cultural features, and personal associations. It has become our responsibility to raise the concept of this tradition as a symbol of national
Malaysian issues in landscape design and planning
A village residential environment of the Malays composed of vernacular timber houses laid in a random layout with the simple application of the site plan (Mohammad Rusdi, 2012). Malaysia's historic cities portray unique local cultures, important historical sites, and outstanding heritage buildings. The Cultural City likes Kota Bharu, Kelantan, as well as Bandar Hilir, Malacca regarded as a cultural city for its rich history and the unique local cultures. However, the continual process of adopting Western styles and other design concepts has resulted in buildings structure and landscapes that disregard the environmental, climatic factors and more importantly is about Malay culture of Malaysia, and this has led to problems of identity in the development of the cultural fabric.
According to Watson et al. (2007) , Malaysia is among the countries where fast growth trends pose new, challenging questions when it comes to designing a contemporary placeidentity. Rapidly growing cities like Kuala Lumpur, for instance, generates high images through development types associated with the globalized world economy, while also raising complex multicultural design issues. Additionally, Mohammad Rusdi (2012) stated that the most challenging issue in building the new Malaysian nation has been the need to involve the country's varied socio-cultural groups. Each is holding strong feelings and perceptions of itself as a uniquely imagined community while at the same time belonging to a modern nationstate with strong beliefs in an overall Malaysian identity. Shuhana et al. (2012) defined that the landscape approach is to conserve, manage as well as to observe the value of the historic areas by considering the original setting, interrelationship of physical form, social, cultural, spatial organization and connection with natural features.
Methodology
The qualitative methods had been used to determine the components and elements of the traditional Malay landscape design either in physical (tangible) or metaphysical (intangible) form. The symbolism in the Malay landscape design focused on the qualitative method by referring to the Malay cosmology, old manuscripts and through observation to the Malay villages along Peninsular Malaysia.
Traditional Malay literature
According to Zaharah (1970) in Anisa Ani et al. (2012) , the Malay identity could be studied through traditional Malay literature such as old manuscripts, folk tales, and poetry. She also found that these sources are the most excellent method to know the information on the background of the traditional Malay culture in the region due to the limitations of other reliable documentation. There are seven old manuscripts used in this research; The Malay Annals (Sulalatus Al-Salatin), The Garden of Kings (Bustan Al-Salatin) 
The traditional Malay living environment nowadays
The observation to the traditional Malay villages along Peninsular Malaysia is conducted based on the differences of geographical aspects, traditional architecture as well as the combination of uses of external and internal space of their houses. The difference regarding evidentiary geography along with topography distribution zones within Peninsular Malaysia. 
Findings and Discussions
Referring to English Heritage (2014), parks or gardens with more than 30 years old deserves to Gazette as "historic" (English Heritage, 2014) . However, looking at the age itself is not enough. In United States (US) for example, the recognition of National Historical Park (NHP) is placed under the management of National Park Service (NPS). Until March 2015, from more than 400 areas, more than 90 sites are listed under the Historic Park or Site categories (National Park Service, 2015). One of the well known NHP is the Mississippi's National River and Recreation Area (MNRRA), Minnesota. This river listed as NHP because of its "unique concentration of nationally significant resources" especially on historical and cultural aspects (National Park Service, 2015) . In Britain, the conservation effort for the heritage park is managed by English Heritage organization. Since 1983, the English Heritage "Register of Historic Parks and Gardens of special historic in England" has identifies more than 1,600 heritage sites (English Heritage, 2015) . Listed Historic Parks and Gardens categorized into three grades:  Grade I -sites are of exceptional interest;  Grade II* -sites are of particular importance, of more than special interest; and  Grade II -sites are of special interest, warranting every effort to preserve them (English Heritage, 2015) . Based on this merit or band system, sites with most significant historical interest are eligible to register under the National Heritage List for England. The implementation of the value system is very useful in assisting parties involved especially the local planning authorities in the conservation works. Apart from efforts taken by the selected countries, there are also few examples of historic parks conservation involving the international bodies.
Based on listed garden under the UNESCO, most of these historical parks are nominated together with the heritage building. As for ICOMOS, preservation of historic gardens is mentioned in details in the Florence Charter 1982. Under this Charter, a historic garden is defined as "an architectural and horticultural composition of interest to the public from the With these efforts given by the government and the local authorities involved, it is possible that one day Sydney Lake will be known as the Historical Park of Kuala Lumpur. However, more actions needed especially to publicize the history and origin of this area and its historical elements to the public. These steps need to be in line with rules and regulations stated and at the same time maintaining the originality of the site. At age 127 years old, Sydney Lake should be the pioneer project as the first historical park in Malaysia. It is not only witnessed in significant events happened in this area but most importantly, it is a place where the "positive cultural identity" is expressed from the various ethnic background of Malaysian (Bakar, 2002, p. 125) .
Conclusion
The study of the traditional Malay landscape design is of particular importance given its distinctive contribution to Malay heritage. The concept of the traditional Malay landscape gardens exclusively to the Malaysian Malay community can encourage the expansion of the landscape architecture field in Malaysia, particularly in areas of tourist attraction to showcase Malaysia's uniqueness. Potentials of each traditional Malay landscape elements need more highlighted. Public parks that display the culture of the local community and conservation of the traditional Malay old houses have shown positive effects in promoting cultural products. The establishment of characterization of the traditional Malay landscape design probably will become a national cultural heritage and is widely used in all landscape development in Malaysia especially for the elaboration of the Malay garden concept.
